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espouse him.1 And surely both pains and art have been
used to screen him: with what effect you shall hear when
the matter is concluded. I wish every good man may meet
with as good and as fast friends as he has done. I send you
likewise the votes, that kept the Commons in debate, from
eleven in the morning till seven at night. The question was
carried in the negative by two accidents: the going out of
one member, by chance, to speak to somebody at the put-
ting the question; and the coming in of another, in his
boots, at the very minute. If either had not happened, it
had gone the other way.2 The personal affection to the
Duke of Ormond divided the House, If they could have
separated him from some others, the majority had been
great You may easily from this see, what way the bent of
the kingdom goes; and that garbling corporations no way
pleases them.

We have several printed accounts of preliminaries of the
peace; but I believe them all amusements; for I imagine
none of the common scribblers know anything of them at
alL I pray God they may be such as may secure us from
a new war; though, I believe, the death of the Emperor
makes a lasting peace much more difficult than before.
That depends on a balance, and to that three things seem
so necessary, that any two may stop the third; but now
all is reduced to two. I reckon, as soon as the peace is
settled, the Dauphin will be taken out of the way, and then
France and Spain will fall into one hand: a surmise I have
had in mind ever since Philip got Spain; and I was of opinion,

1  That House passed a resolution in which they declared that
Higgins, who had been a member throughout Queen Anne's reign,
had always " behaved himself agreeably to the character of the sacred
function of a clergyman, and hath both in his life and doctrine upon
all occasions   shown   himself to be an orthodox Divine, a good
Christian, and a loyal subject."

2  On 29 October, on a motion being made for returns relating to
the disputed elections of mayors and sheriflfs (supra^ pp. 281, 282), the
previous question was moved, and on a division the yeas numbered
108, and the noes 109.   This is not the only case in which a division
is said to have been carried in the Irish House of Commons by a
member ignoring the conventionalities of that time and invading the
House in outdoor dress, as at a later period a resolution is said to
have been similarly carried against the Government of the day by a
member of the Tottenham family, who was long toasted as " Tottenham
in his boots," and was depicted by a famous artist ascending the steps
of the Houses of Parliament in travelling dress.bjects," and
